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I  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY  SETTLEMENT 


1.  [Walter  Bigges].  A  summaxie  and  true  Discourse  of  Sir  Frances  Drakes  West  Indian 
Voyage.  London,  1589, 

The  first  well-known  experience  Englishmen  had  in  the  West  Indies  was  the  celebrated 
raid  on  the  Spanish  possessions  made  by  Sir  Francis  Drake  from  1572  to  1573.  This  is 
an  account  of  the  voyage  by  one  of  the  participants.  To  many  Englishmen  it  dramatized 
the  fact  that  the  legendary  wealth  of  the  Indies  was  within  their  grasp. 


2.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  The  Discoverie  of  the  Large,  Rich,  and  Bewtiful  Empyre  of  Guiana. 
London,  1596. 

The  earliest  English  efforts  to  settle  the  Caribbean  were  directed  at  the  mainland  of  South 
America  rather  than  the  islands.  In  1595  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  set  out  for  Guiana  in  search 
of  the  mythical  city  of  El  Dorado.  On  the  way  he  captured  the  Spanish  town  of  St,  Joseph 
on  Trinidad,  and  for  a  time  he  used  the  island  as  a  base  of  operations.  He  gave  an  account 
of  these  events  in  the  first  pages  of  his  narrative.  The  English  made  a  number  of  other 
attempts  to  colonize  the  island  during  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  All  of  them 
failed  and  Trinidad  did  not  become  a  British  possession  until  a  century  and  a  half  later  when 
it  was  captured  in  1783. 


3.  John  Nicholl.  An  Houre  Glasse  of  Indian  Newes.  London,  1607. 

The  earliest  true  English  settlement  on  an  island  in  what  is  now  the  British  West  Indies 
occurred  by  accident  on  August  23,  1605,  when  a  shipload  of  sixty-seven  men  intended 
for  Guiana  was  put  ashore  on  St.  Lucia  by  the  ship  Olive  Branch.  The  Carib  Indians 
reduced  the  company  to  nineteen  by  the  end  of  September  when  they  made  their  way  to 
the  Spanish  Main.  This  account  of  their  suffering  was  written  by  one  of  the  survivors. 


4.  Robert  Harcourt,  A  Relation  of  a  Voyage  to  Guiana.  London,  1613. 

The  first  deliberate  attempt  to  colonize  one  of  the  islands  took  place  in  1609  when  on 
April  1st,  three  ships,  the  Diana,  Penelope,  and  Endeavour,  arrived  in  Grenada  with 
208  colonists.  The  Caribs,  abetted  by  the  Spaniards,  soon  reduced  their  number.  By 
December  the  effort  was  abandoned  and  the  few  survivors  returned  to  England.  The 
earliest  printed  mention  of  this  incident  appears  in  this  account  by  Robert  Harcourt  of 
his  proposed  colony  in  Guiana. 

5.  Richard  Ligon.  A  True  and  Exact  History  of  the  Island  of  Barbados.  London,  1657. 

The  first  permanent  English  settlement  on  the  islands  took  place  on  St.  Kitts  in  1624. 
Thomas  Warner  brought  there  a  group  of  planters  who  had  been  attempting  a  colony  on 
the  Amazon.  In  that  same  year  or  in  1625,  a  ship  sailing  for  Sir  William  Courten 
reconnoitered  Barbados.  In  1627  eighty  men  arrived  and  established  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  on  Barbados,  which  was  to  become  the  center  of  English  activity  in  the  Leeward 
Islands.  This  book  by  a  London  merchant  who  went  out  to  mend  his  fortune  is  the  first 
general  account  of  Barbados.  It  is  particularly  interesting  because  it  includes  an  account 
of  sugar  refining  which  had  only  recently  been  introduced  into  the  island.  The  book  is 
opened  to  a  plate  showing  the  machinery  for  refining. 
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6,  Nicholas  Foster.  A  Briefe  Relation  of  the  Late  Horrid  Rebellion  Acted  in  the  Island 
Barbadas.  London,  1650. 

About  1650  the  British  West  Indies  entered  a  new  era.  The  execution  of  Charles  I  in 
1649  was  followed  by  the  arrival  in  Barbados  of  a  number  of  Royalists  who  sought  to 
make  the  island  a  base  of  operations.  Cromwell  retaliated  in  1659  with  an  act  that 
closed  the  islands  to  all  commerce  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  British  colonial 
system  of  maritime  trade.  This  book  is  still  one  of  the  principal  sources  for  the  events 
in  Barbados  during  that  period.  The  battle  between  the  Royalists  and  the  Barbadians  for 
control  of  the  island  is  part  of  the  tradition  of  violence  in  West  Indian  history. 


7.  Memoirs  of  the  First  Settlement  of  the  Island  of  Barbados.  London,  1743. 

This  is  a  compilation  of  a  number  of  early  accounts  of  Barbados.  It  was  first  printed 
in  the  island  in  1741.  The  London  edition  of  1743  is  shown  here.  It  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  history  of  Barbados  to  be  printed  locally. 


n  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY  SETTLEMENT 


8.  Thomas  Gage.  The  English-American  his  Travail  by  Sea  and  Land;  or,  A  New  Survey 
of  the  West-Indias.  London,  1648. 

Cromwell  resolved  to  make  England  a  major  power  in  the  Caribbean.  A  significant 
figure  in  the  enterprise  was  Thomas  Gage,  a  former  Catholic  priest,  who  had  spent 
a  number  of  years  in  the  Spanish  possessions.  After  recanting  his  Catholicism,  he 
joined  the  Church  of  England.  In  this  book  he  gave  the  world  an  account  of  the  pos¬ 
sessions  that  Spain  had  closed  to  foreigners  for  over  a  century.  His  description  of  the 
poor  state  of  defenses  led  the  English  to  believe  that  the  conquest  would  be  an  easy  one. 


9.  A  brief  and  perfect  Journal  of  the  late  Proceedings  and  Successe  of  the  English  Army  in 
the  West-Indies.  London,  1655. 

The  first  objective  of  English  ambitions  among  the  Spanish  islands  were  Santo  Domingo 
and  Jamaica.  In  April  of  1655  a  force  under  General  Venables  and  Admiral  Penn  attempted 
to  take  Santo  Domingo,  but  the  affair  ended  in  a  fiasco.  The  survivors,  however,  went  on 
to  Jamaica  which  was  more  lightly  defended,  and  by  May  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  English. 
This  is  an  eyewitness  account  of  those  events  by  an  unknown  chronicler  who  returned  to 
England  with  Venables  and  Penn, 


10,  Rich  Newes  from  Jamaica:  of  Great  Spoyl  made  by  the  English  upon  the  Enemy,  both  By 
Land,  &  Sea.  London,  1659, 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  Jamaica  Englishmen  began  using  it  as  a  base  for  privateers  which 
attacked  Caribbean  shipping.  This  four-page  newsletter  gives  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
two  Dutch  ships  flying  Spanish  colors.  Their  cargo  was  worth  L300,  000. 
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11.  Richard  Blome.  A  Description  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica.  London,  1672. 

The  account  of  Jamaica  in  this  book  was  drawn  from  the  notes  of  Thomas  Lynch,  who 
succeeded  Modyford  as  governor  in  1671  with  orders  to  suppress  the  English  buccaneers. 

It  was  a  colonization  tract  designed  to  encourage  Englishmen  to  settle  in  the  British  colonies 
in  America. 


12.  A  Letter  sent  from  Barbado's  to  A  Friend  in  London.  Being  a  True  Relation  of  the  Surrender 
of  the  Island  of  Tobago.  London,  1672. 

The  island  of  Tob^o  was  the  shuttlecock  of  the  West  Indies.  At  one  time  or  another  almost 
all  the  European  nations  active  in  the  Caribbean  claimed  it,  fought  over  it,  and  tried  to 
settle  it.  The  first  were  the  Dutch  who  first  broke  into  the  Spanish  monopoly  of  the  West 
Indies.  This  newsletter  gives  the  accoimt  of  an  attack  on  the  island  by  the  English  which 
was  mounted  in  Barbados.  However,  it  was  soon  regained  by  the  Dutch. 

13.  A  True  Relation  of  the  late  Action  between  the  French  and  Dutch  at  Tobago.  London,  1677. 

This  leaflet  illustrates  England’s  interest  in  Tobago.  In  1677  the  French  twice  attacked  the 
Dutch.  The  first  time  they  were  repulsed.  The  event  is  also  illustrated  by  an  engraving  on 
one  of  the  panels. 


14.  John  Poyntz.  The  Present  Prospect  of  the  Famous  and  Fertile  Island  of  Tobago.  London, 
1683. 

This  proposal  to  establish  an  English  colony  in  Tobago  never  materialized.  It  is,  however, 
indicative  of  the  continued  interest  in  the  island  on  the  part  of  England.  She  did  not  acquire 
permanent  possession  until  1814. 


Ill  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY  RELIGION  AND  TRADE 


15.  Certain  Inducements  to  well  minded  People. .  .to  Transport  Themselves. , .  into  the  West- 
Indies.  [London,  1644]. 

The  ultimate  objective  of  the  English  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  was  to  improve 
Britain’s  trade  and  commerce.  This  tract  was  designed  to  encourage  people  who  had 
suffered  during  Cromwell’s  wars  to  renew  their  fortunes  in  the  West  Indies.  It  was 
coupled  with  a  plan  to  spread  the  Puritan  doctrine  to  Indians  who  they  ascertained  felt 
"the  Spaniards  Religion  cannot  bee  good". 


16.  William  Castell.  A  Petition  of  W.  C.  Exhibited  to  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  now 

assembled,  for  the  propagating  of  the  Gospel  in  America,  and  the  West  Indies.  [London], 
1641. 

The  establishment  of  societies  for  the  propagating  of  the  gospel  in  America  was  the 
principal  way  in  which  English  clergymen  proposed  to  spread  Christianity  to  the  New 
World.  This  is  a  proposal  for  one  of  the  earliest  of  these  societies.  In  the  West  Indies 
Puritan  missionaries  had  the  dual  problem  of  coping  with  heathenism  and  Catholicism. 
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17.  Benjamin  Rudyerd.  A  Speech  concerning  a  West  Indie  Association.  [London],  1641. 

This  pamphlet  is  part  of  the  same  movement  that  led  to  Cromwell's  invasion  of  the 
West  Indies.  This  speech,  however,  openly  states  that  the  purpose  of  English 
activities  was  to  seize  from  the  Spanish  some  of  the  riches  which  she  had  monopolized 
for  over  a  century.  The  establishment  of  English  commerce  in  the  Caribbean  was  the 
author's  main  concern. 


18,  Dalby  Thomas.  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Rise  and  Growth  of  the  West-India 
Collonies,  and  of  the  Great  Advantages  they  are  to  England,  in  respect  to  Trade. 
London,  1690. 

By  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  England  had  established  herself  firmly  in  the 
West  Indies.  The  planting  of  sugar  had  been  introduced  about  the  middle  of  the  century 
and  was  highly  profitable.  This  tract  wliich  gives  one  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  its 
introduction  was  designed  to  encourage  Englishmen  to  emigrate. 


19.  A  State  of  the  Present  Condition  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes:  with  Some  Reasons,  Why 
there  ought  not  to  be  any  more  Duties  or  Imposts  laid  on  Sugars.  London,  [c.  1687]. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  margin  of  profit  from  sugar  had  declined 
and  early  regulations  of  the  imperial  mercantile  system  restricted  the  trade.  From  then 
on  pamphlets  about  the  sugar  policy  became  an  important  part  of  the  contemporary 
literature  about  the  West  Indies.  This  tract  is  an  early  protest  against  the  government’s 
policy. 


20.  [Edward  Littleton].  The  Groans  of  the  Plantations:  or  A  True  Account  of  their  Grievous 
and  Extreme  Sufferings  by  the  Heavy  Impositions  upon  Sugar,  And  other  Hardships. 
Relating  more  particularly  to  the  Island  of  Barbados.  London,  1689. 

21.  A  Discourse  on  the  Duties  on  Merchandize,  More  Particularly  of  that  on  Sugars, 
Occasionally  Offer'd,  In  Answer  to  a  Pamphlet,  intituled,  The  Groans  of  the  Plantations. 
London,  1695. 

These  two  pamphlets  are  among  the  earliest  of  the  many  exchanges  over  the  sugar  issue. 
Edward  Littleton,  who  was  the  agent  for  Barbados,  voiced  the  planters*  complaint  against 
the  trade  restrictions,  particularly  the  import  duties.  He  pleaded  that  the  planters  should 
be  treated  as  if  they  were  Englishmen  growing  sugar  in  England.  The  anonymous  reply 
was  written  in  1689  but  not  published  until  six  years  later.  It  contains  a  number  of  the 
counterarguments  about  the  commercial  relations  between  England  and  her  colonies  that 
were  to  plague  the  empire  for  more  than  a  century. 


IV  LAW  AND  CRIME 


22,  The  Laws  of  Jamaica,  Passed  by  the  Assembly,  And  Confirmed  by  His  Majesty  in 
Council,  Feb,  23.  1683.  London,  1683. 

This  is  the  first  collected  edition  of  West  Indian  laws.  In  the  preface  is  an  account  of  the 
island  which  describes  it  in  glowing  terms. 
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23.  Plantation  Justice,  Shewing  the  Constitution  of  their  Courts,  and  what  sort  of  Judges  they 
have  in  them.  London,  1701. 

The  problem  of  how  to  administer  English  law  in  the  British  colonies  was  a  source  of 
friction  for  almost  two  hundred  years.  This  pamphlet  is  a  protest  against  the  way  the 
governors  operated  courts  in  Barbados. 


24.  Henry  Pitman.  A  Relation  of  the  Great  Sufferings  and  Strange  Adventures  of  Henry 
Pitman.  London,  1689, 

This  is  an  account  of  a  surgeon  who  was  transported  to  Barbados  after  being  convicted 
of  having  supported  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  in  his  abortive  rebellion  against  Charles  H 
in  1685.  He  later  escaped  and  became  involved  with  privateers  in  the  West  Indies. 
Devotees  of  Rafael  Sabatini  will  quickly  recognize  this  as  one  of  the  sources  for 
Captain  Blood. 


25.  John  Esquemeling.  Bucaniers  of  America.  London,  1684. 

Between  1665  and  1671,  Jamaica  became  the  center  of  English  buccaneers.  Governor 
Modyford  had  to  use  them  because  he  was  unable  to  get  an  adequate  military  force  from 
England.  Although  the  seizure  of  merchant  ships  and  raids  on  the  rich  Spanish  towns  of 
the  Main  had  been  going  on  since  the  days  of  Drake,  it  was  during  this  period  that  they 
reached  their  height.  This  is  the  first  English  translation  of  the  best  Imown  book  on 
piracy.  The  first  edition  appeared  in  Dutch  in  1678. 


26.  The  Arraignment,  Tryal,  and  Condemnation  of  Captain  William  Kidd,  for  Murther  and 
Piracy.  London,  1701. 

By  1700  England  was  suppressing  piracy.  The  task  was  a  difficult  one  because  of  the 
large  number  of  buccaneers  throughout  the  West  Indies.  The  most  famous  of  these  was 
Captain  William  Kidd,  who  commanded  a  privateer  during  King  William's  War.  After 
the  war  he  was  commissioned  to  seize  and  bring  to  trial  any  pirates  he  might  find.  His 
actions  were  highly  questionable  and  upon  his  return  he  was  tried  and  ultimately  found 
guilty  of  murder  and  piracy.  This  is  one  of  the  many  accounts  of  the  trial  which  attracted 
a  great  deal  of  attention. 


27,  The  Case  of  John  Wilmore  Truly  and  Impartially  Related:  or,  A  Looking-Glass  for  all 

Merchants  and  Planters  that  are  Concerned  in  the  American  Plantations.  London,  1682. 

Kidnaping  was  another  crime  associated  with  the  West  Indies.  This  is  a  defense  by  a 
man  who  was  convicted  of  spiriting  a  young  boy  to  the  West  Indies  for  work  on  a  planta¬ 
tion. 


V  NATURAL  HISTORY  AND  MEDICINE 


28.  A  full  Account  of  the  late  Dreadful  Earthquake  at  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica.  London,  1692. 

Just  as  they  do  today  earthquakes,  hurricanes,  and  other  natural  catastrophes  played  a 
major  role  in  the  life  of  the  West  Indies.  This  broadsheet  tells  of  the  most  terrible  of 
these  to  occur  in  Jamaica  during  the  seventeenth  century.  It  was  an  earthquake  which 
dumped  most  of  the  town  of  Port  Royal  into  the  sea. 
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29.  William  Corbin,  A  Sermon  Preached  at  Kings  Town  in  Jamaica  upon  the  7th  of  June, 
Being  the  Anniversary  Fast  for  that  Dreadful  Earth-Quake  which  happened  there  in  the 
Year  1692.  New-York,  1703. 

It  was  long  the  practice  of  clergymen  to  find  in  natural  catastrophes  just  retribution  for 
people  who  lived  sinful  lives.  Jamaica  in  1692  was  particularly  susceptible  to  this  treat¬ 
ment.  Twenty  years  earlier  the  Royal  African  Company  had  received  a  monopoly  of  the 
slave  trade  which  made  the  island  into  one  of  the  greatest  slave  marts  in  the  world.  In 
this  sermon  Reverend  Corbin  urges  upon  his  fellow  inhabitants  a  more  virtuous  life. 

He  avoids  any  direct  criticism  of  the  island,  but  contents  himself  primarily  with  asking 
the  inhabitants  to  repent  their  wickedness.  He  was  unable  to  get  it  printed  in  Jamaica 
because  there  was  no  printing  press  there  and,  therefore,  sent  it  to  New  York.  He  says 
that  he  sent  copy  to  the  press  soon  after  the  sermon  was  delivered,  about  1693.  He  can¬ 
not  explain  the  ten-year  delay  in  its  publication. 


30.  [Thomas  Tryon],  Friendly  Advice  to  the  Gentlemen- Planters  of  the  East  and  West  Indies. 
[London],  1684. 

This  is  one  of  the  earliest  English  books  on  the  plants  of  the  West  Indies  and  their  uses. 

The  author  is  best  known  as  an  early  vegetarian  and  pacifist.  It  is  not  surprising,  there¬ 
fore,  to  find  the  last  two  parts  of  the  book  dealing  with  the  evils  of  slavery. 

31.  Hans  Sloane.  Catalogus  Plantarum  quae  in  Insula  Jamaica.  London,  1696. 

The  great  English  physician  and  botanist,  Hans  Sloane,  did  his  first  important  work  in  the 
West  Indies.  In  1687  he  visited  Jamaica  and  from  that  visit  came  the  two  celebrated  books, 
the  first  of  which  is  shown  in  this  case.  It  is  a  catalogue  of  the  plants  of  Jamaica.  The 
second  was  the  monumental  A  Voyage  to  the  Islands  Madera,  Barbados,  Nieves,  S.  Christo¬ 
phers  and  Jamaica,  with  the  Natural  History  of  the  Herbs  and  Trees,  Four-footed  Beasts, 
Fishes,  Birds,  Insects,  Reptiles,  &c.  Of  the  last  of  those  Islands.  .  .  London,  1701. 


32.  Samuel  Martin.  An  Essay  upon  Plantership.  London,  1765. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  books  on  West  Indian  plantership  issued  during  the  eighteenth 
century.  It  first  appeared  in  Antigua  in  1750  and  was  reprinted  there  four  times.  This  is 
the  first  London  edition. 


33.  William  Belgrove.  A  Treatise  upon  Husbandry  or  Planting.  Boston,  1755. 

This  is  a  detailed  description  of  how  to  establish  and  operate  a  West  Indian  sugar  plantation 
by  a  Barbadian  planter.  The  fact  that  the  author  chose  to  have  his  work  printed  in  Boston 
rather  than  England  illustrates  the  close  ties  that  existed  between  the  merchants  of  British 
North  America  and  the  West  Indians. 


34.  Joshua  Peterkin,  A  Treatise  on  Planting, .  .The  Second  Edition,  St.  Christopher's,  1790. 

This  book  on  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane  is  interesting  not  only  because  of  its  subject 
matter,  but  also  because  it  contains  an  early  example  of  engraving  in  the  West  Indies. 

St.  Christopher  is  today  known  as  St.  Kitts. 
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35.  Thomas  Trapham,  A  Discourse  of  the  State  of  Health  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica.  London, 
1679. 

36.  William  Sandiford.  An  Account  of  a  late  Epidemical  Distemper.  Barbados,  1771. 

37.  Thomas  Dancer.  A  Brief  History  of  the  late  Expedition  against  Fort  San  Juan,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  Diseases  of  the  Troops.  Kingston  [Jamaica],  1781. 

These  three  books  are  representative  of  the  large  medical  literature  that  the  West  Indies 
have  produced.  Tropical  diseases  were  a  major  problem  to  English  settlers.  The  Trapham 
book  is  the  first  major  work  on  the  subject.  He  was  sent  out  to  Jamaica  by  Charles  H  to 
examine  the  vegetables  and  produce  of  the  island.  The  Sandiford  pamphlet  is  a  detailed 
account  of  an  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  by  a  Barbadian  doctor.  Twenty  years  later  the 
disease  was  to  spread  from  the  West  Indies  to  North  America.  The  Dancer  account  is  a 
description  of  the  effects  of  tropical  diseases  on  troops  in  a  campaign.  Military  operations 
in  the  West  Indies  were  particularly  difficult  because  mortality  from  disease  was  usually 
greater  than  losses  in  action. 


VI  MILITARY  AND  NAVAL 


38.  Antigua.  An  Act,  Supplementary  to  an  Act  intitled.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Militia  of 
this  Island.  St.  John’s  in  Antigua,  [1756]. 

Because  of  their  proximity  to  both  French  and  Spanish  islands,  the  British  West  Indies 
had  to  keep  themselves  in  a  state  of  constant  readiness  for  war.  This  act  passed  by  the 
Antigua  assembly  was  designed  to  increase  their  preparedness  at  the  time  of  the  French 
and  Indian  War.  It  supplements  an  act  passed  in  1702  which  had  proved  inadequate. 

39.  Alexander  Dirom.  Thoughts  on  the  State  of  the  Militia  of  Jamaica.  Jamaica,  1783. 

This  treatise  on  the  Jamaica  militia  was  written  by  its  adjutant-general  and  was  designed 
to  show  how  vitally  important  a  well-trained  and  equipped  militia  is  to  the  protection  of  the 
island  against  both  uprisings  within  and  attacks  without.  He  points  out  that  regular  troops 
stationed  in  the  island  frequently  become  reduced  in  number  because  they  are  not  accustomed 
to  the  climate.  This  copy  of  the  book  is  of  particular  importance  because  it  contains  at  the 
end  a  manuscript  list  of  all  the  militia  of  the  island  as  it  was  in  November  of  1783. 


40.  [William  Young].  A  New  System  of  Fortification,  Constructed  with  Standing  Timber,  &c. 
or  the  Sentiments  of  a  West-India  Savage  on  the  Art  of  War.  .  .  Solely  meant  to  prevent  the 
present  cruel  intended  general  Massacre  of  the  present  Natives  of  St.  Vincent.  London,  1770. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  unusual  military  tracts  to  come  out  of  the  West  Indies.  As  a  result 
of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  Great  Britain  received  the  island  of  St.  Vincent,  which  had 
long  been  the  principal  home  of  the  Carib  Indians,  the  original  West  Indian  natives.  No 
one  had  ever  successfully  dominated  them.  They  would  not  submit  to  slavery  which  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  Negroes  had  to  be  imported.  Because  of  their  fierce  ways,  they  were 
thought  to  practice  cannibalism.  A  number  of  West  Indians  felt  that  the  only  way  to  make 
use  of  St.  Vincent  would  be  to  destroy  the  Caribs.  William  Young,  who  signs  himself  "A 
Field  Officer  of  Engineers",  offers  in  this  pamphlet  a  touching  account  of  the  Caribs  in  the 
form  of  a  proposal  to  them  on  the  best  way  to  erect  fortifications  for  their  own  protection. 


41.  A  Description  of  the  Windward  Passage,  and  Gulf  of  Florida,  with  the  Course  of  the 
British  Trading-Ships  to,  and  from  the  Island  of  Jamaica.  London,  1739. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  forms  of  literature  produced  by  the  British  West  Indies. 
Directions  on  how  to  sail  among  the  tricky  shoal  waters  of  the  Caribbean  were  essential  to 
the  development  of  British  trade.  This  book  is  devoted  primarily  to  the  characteristics  of 
the  Windward  Passage,  that  body  of  water  between  Cuba  and  Hispaniola  which  was  the 
principal  entrace  into  the  Caribbean  for  ships  coming  from  the  north. 


42.  Joseph  Smith  Speer.  The  West-India  Pilot.  London,  1766. 

This  is  a  more  elaborate  guide  to  the  West  Indies  than  the  previous  one.  It  contains  a 
large  number  of  maps  like  this  one  which  show  soundings  and  passages  into  the  principal 
West  Indian  harbors.  Most  of  these  guides  were  compiled  by  merchant  captains  from  their 
own  voyages.  This  copy  has  a  number  of  corrections  inserted  in  the  author's  own  hand. 


VII  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY  POLITICS 


43.  [George  Frere].  A  Short  History  of  Barbados.  London,  1768. 

44.  Remarks  upon  a  Book,  intitled,  A  Short  History  of  Barbados.  Barbados,  1768. 

45.  [George  Frere].  A  Short  History  of  Barbados. .  .A  New  Edition.  London,  1768. 

These  three  items  are  characteristic  of  many  of  the  books  published  about  the  West  Indies 
during  the  eighteenth  century.  The  author  of  A  Short  History  was  a  distant  relative  of  one 
of  the  more  repetitious  Barbadian  governors.  His  account  of  the  island  was  in  a  number  of 
respects  highly  unflattering.  When  a  copy  of  the  book  arrived  in  the  island,  one  of  the 
islanders  undertook  to  reply  to  it  in  the  Remarks.  Although  it  is  not  as  thick  as  the  Short* 
History,  the  printing  is  more  cramped  and,  therefore,  contains  almost  as  much  material. 
Frere  received  a  copy.  In  his  second  edition  he  attempts  to  reply,  but  succeeds  only  in 
revealing  his  dislike  of  the  islanders. 


46.  John  Dickinson.  An  Address  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  Barbados. 
Philadelphia,  1766. 

47.  William  Morison.  An  Essay  towards  the  Vindication  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
in  Barbados.  Barbados,  1766. 

48.  A  Letter  to  the  North  American,  On  Occasion  of  his  Address  to  the  Committee  of  Corre¬ 
spondence  in  Barbados.  Barbados,  1766. 

49.  Candid  Observations  on  Two  Pamphlets  lately  published.  Barbados,  1766. 

These  four  pamphlets  indicate  not  only  the  relationship  of  the  Barbadians  with  the  mother 
country,  but  also  their  relationship  with  the  English  colonies  on  the  northern  continent. 
During  the  Stamp  Act  Crisis ,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Barbados  had  instructed 
their  representative  in  London  to  protest  some  of  the  inequities  that  were  being  worked  in 
the  island  as  a  result  of  the  act.  However,  they  particularly  disassociated  themselves  from 
what  they  called  the  more  violent  actions  taken  by  the  North  American  colonies.  In  the  first 
pamphlet  of  this  series  John  Dickinson  replies  to  the  Barbadians.  His  little  essay  immedi¬ 
ately  produced  three  Barbadian  replies.  Until  recently  only  two  of  these  were  known  and 
they  were  comparatively  scarce.  A  few  years  ago  the  Library  was  able  to  complete  its 
collection  of  all  three. 
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50.  A  Letter  concerning  the  Privileges  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica.  Kingston,  [1765). 

The  anon5rmous  author  of  this  pamphlet  is  concerned  with  the  same  problem  that  held  the 
attention  of  many  of  his  fellow  colonists  in  North  America,  the  rights  of  a  colonial  assembly. 
In  this  case  he  is  discussing  its  power  relative  to  the  governors,  an  issue  that  was  being 
constantly  fought  out  in  various  American  legislatures. 

51.  To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council,  The  Humble  Petition  and  Memorial  of 
the  Assembly  of  Jamaica.  Philadelphia,  1775. 

The  contrast  between  the  colonies  of  North  America  and  the  West  Indies  is  illustrated  by 
this  petition  in  which  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  declares  its  complete  loyalty  to  Great 
Britain.  The  fact  that  it  was  printed  in  Philadelphia  when  the  agitation  for  independence 
was  just  beginning  suggests  that  it  was  intended  as  an  answer  to  the  more  radical  elements 
in  the  American  colonies. 


Vm  WEST  INDIAN  IMPRINTS 


52.  An  Essay  on  the  Reduction  of  Interest.  St.  Christopher,  1770. 

Although  the  West  Indians  suffered  under  economic  handicaps  imposed  by  Parliament  as 
much  or  more  than  the  North  American  colonies  did,  they  were  reluctant  to  go  as  far  in 
their  resistance.  However,  this  does  not  mean  they  did  not  voice  their  protests.  This 
book  contains  the  protest  of  a  resident  of  St.  Kitts  who  endeavored  to  point  out  that  the 
existing  laws  controlling  English  commerce  were  confused  and  contradictory  and  were  in 
need  of  reform. 


53.  De  Sponsione:  or  An  Inquiry  into  the  Design  and  Effect  of  Capitulations.  Antigua,  1783. 

During  the  American  Revolution,  privateers  brought  a  large  number  of  merchant  ships 
into  West  Indian  ports  as  prizes.  The  disposal  of  those  prizes  constituted  a  major  part 
of  the  work  of  the  Court  of  the  Vice  Admiralty.  This  book  by  an  Antiguan  is  a  protest 
against  the  way  in  which  the  court  disposed  of  many  of  those  prizes.  It  is  but  a  part  of 
the  much  larger  literature  going  back  into  West  Indian  history  which  concerns  itself  with 
the  discontent  of  West  Indians  over  British  legal  procedures. 


54.  Samuel  Augustus  Mathews.  The  Lying  Hero  or  an  Answer  to  J.  B.  Moreton's  Manners  and 
Customs  in  the  West  Indies.  St.  Eustatius,  1793. 

In  1790  a  Jamaican  bookkeeper  published  in  London  a  book  about  the  West  Indies.  J.  B. 
Moreton's  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  West  India  Islands  was  filled  with  malice  and 
inaccuracies.  Apparently  it  was  popular  because  in  1793  it  was  issued  in  a  second  edition. 
Samuel  Augustus  Mathews  of  St.  Eustatius  felt  the  time  had  come  to  reply  to  Moreton's 
libel  and  wrote  this  rebuttal. 
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55.  Henry  Thornhill.  A  Narrative  of  the  Insurrection  and  Rebellion  in  the  Island  of  Grenada. 
Barbados,  1798, 

One  of  the  byproducts  of  the  American  Revolution  was  the  capture  of  Grenada  in  1779  by 
the  French  admiral,  Comte  D'Estaing,  who  had  operated  off  Newport  in  1779.  This  event 
is  illustrated  on  the  panels.  The  island  was  returned  to  Great  Britain  at  the  end  of  the 
war.  However,  with  the  outbreak  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars  Grenada  was  again  beseiged.  In 
March  of  1795,  a  group  of  mulattoesand  Negroes  led  by  Frenchmen  from  the  nearby  island 
of  Guadeloupe  pillaged  the  English  towns  on  the  islands  and  carried  off  many  prisoners. 
The  rebellion  soon  took  on  all  the  characteristics  of  a  slave  rebellion.  Ultimately  the 
English  troops  restored  order  on  the  island,  but  only  after  a  great  deal  of  bloodshed  and 
loss  of  life.  This  book  by  one  of  the  participants  is  the  first  full  account  of  that  unhappy 
event. 


56.  Temple  Henry  Croker.  Where  Am  I?  How  Came  I  Here?  By  Whose  Power?  At  What  Time? 
What  Are  My  Wants?  What  Are  My  Duties?  These  important  questions  answered  from  an 
elucidation  of  sacred  and  prophane  history;  and  Faith  evinced  to  be  necessary  for  averting 
national  calamity.  St.  Christopher’s,  [1790]. 

The  residents  of  the  British  West  Indies  were  exposed  to  a  large  number  of  sermons.  However, 
unlike  the  northern  colonies,  comparatively  few  were  printed.  The  volume  shown  here  is  a 
collection  of  four  by  one  of  the  rectors  on  the  island  of  St.  Kitts. 


57.  An  Almanack  for  the  Year  1791. . .  Calculated  by  Mr.  William  Jeffery;  for  the  Meridian 
of  Antigua,  and  serving  (with  little  Variation)  for  the  other  Leeward-Islands.  Antigua, 
[1790]. 

This  is  the  earliest  recorded  Antigua  almanac  in  book  form. 


58.  An  Almanack  and  Register  for  Jamaica,  for  the  Year,  1760.  Jamaica,  [1759]. 

Just  as  it  was  in  the  northern  colonies,  the  almanac  was  one  of  the  most  characteristic 
products  of  the  West  Indian  printing  press.  The  one  shown  here,  issued  during  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  has  an  interesting  folding  table  in  which  the  author  of  the  almanac  endeavors 
to  illustrate  the  importance  of  the  balance  of  power  in  international  politics.  Because  of 
their  exposed  position.  West  Indians  probably  tended  to  be  more  sophisticated  about 
international  affairs  than  did  their  cousins  to  the  north. 


59.  The  New  Jamaica  Almanack  and  Register.  .  .for  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1788.  Kingston, 
[1787]. 

This  almanac  is  opened  to  a  plate  showing  the  signals  for  the  various  packets  operating 
out  of  Falmouth  Station,  Jamaica.  This  harbor  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  was  one  of 
the  principal  ports  for  shipping  molasses  and  sugar. 
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EX  LITERA.TURE 


60.  An  Ode  on  the  King  of  Prussia.  Antigua,  1760. 

This  poem  of  sixteen  verses  is  in  praise  of  Frederick  the  Great.  Prussia,  an  ally  of 
Great  Britain,  was  playing  a  critical  role  in  the  Seven  Years’  War.  Victories  in  central 
Europe  meant  security  to  Englishmen  in  the  West  Indies. 

Loaned  by  Bradford  F.  Swan 


61.  A  General  Description  of  the  West-Indian  Islands,  As  far  as  relates  to  the  British,  Dutch, 
and  Danish  Governments,  from  Barbados  to  Saint  Croix.  Attempted  in  Blank  Verse. 
Barbados,  1767, 

This  is  an  attempt  by  an  island  poet  to  celebrate  his  West  Indies  in  verse.  Although  not  a 
success  as  poetry,  it  describes  with  enthusiasm  the  life  led  by  the  people  living  in  the 
islands. 


62.  A  Poem,  Addressed  to  a  Young  Lady.  St.  John's,  Antigua,  1757. 

This  highly  moral  poem  warns  the  young  lady  gainst  the  dangers  of  pride  and  passion 
and  cautions  her  to  conduct  herself  with  circumspection  in  matters  of  love.  One  is 
tempted  to  guess  that  the  author  was  concerned  with  the  dangerous  influence  the  tropics 
could  have  on  a  young  lady. 


63.  William  Shervington.  Miscellanies.  [Antigua],  1763. 

This  book  contains  a  variety  of  writings  by  an  Irish  parson  on  Antigua,  who  wrote  the 
first  book  to  be  printed  on  the  island.  Occasional  Poems,  1749.  The  earlier  parts  consist 
of  a  group  of  short  essays  on  unpleasant  characteristics,  such  as  slander,  foppishness, 
idleness,  and  jealousy.  This  is  a  section  he  entitles  "Medical  History"  and  it  recounts 
twelve  case  histories  in  which  Antiguans  have  suffered  from  immoderate  behavior.  The 
gathering  of  moral  odds  and  ends  like  this  was  a  favorite  literary  form  at  this  time. 


64.  The  Election,  A  Poem:  with  Corrections  and  Additions  by  the  Author.  Kingston,  1788. 

This  may  be  the  first  piece  of  poetry  printed  in  Jamaica.  It  is  a  political  tract  in  the 
same  tradition  as  the  Hartford  wit,  John  Trumbull's  M'Fingal  of  1776.  It  describes  the 
candidates  in  the  island’s  general  election  of  1787.  This  copy  is  particularly  interesting 
because  of  the  manuscript  annotations  in  the  margins  giving  the  names  of  each  of  the 
candidates  and  other  information  about  the  allusions  in  the  poem. 


65.  [Bryan  Edwards].  Poems,  written  chiefly  in  the  West-Indies.  Kingston,  1792. 

This  volume  was  written  by  the  British  West  Indies's  most  famous  author  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  He  was  responsible  for  the  first  major  history  and  for  many  other  writings  about 
the  islands.  This  is  a  collection  of  poems  on  a  large  variety  of  subjects  which  well  illustrate 
Edwards's  broad  range  of  interests. 
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X  NEGROES  AND  SLAVERY 


Great  Newes  from  the  Barbadoes.  or,  A  True  and  Faithful  Account  of  the  Grand  Conspiracy 
of  the  Negroes  against  the  English.  London,  1676. 

The  greatest  need  in  the  West  Indies  was  cheap  labor.  The  native  Caribs  could  not  be 
used  and  the  solution  was  to  bring  Negro  slaves  from  Africa.  As  they  came  to  outnumber 
the  whites,  planters  lived  in  constant  fear  of  an  uprising.  As  early  as  1649,  a  revolt  was 
discovered  and.  suppressed.  This  account  concerns  another  attempt  that  took  place  about 
1675.  The  plot  was  discovered  by  a  servant  woman  who  warned  her  master. 


Anthony  Benezet.  A  Caution  and  Warning  to  Great  Britain  and  Her  Colonies,  in  A  Short 
Representation  of  the  Calamitous  State  of  the  Enslaved  Negroes  in  the  British  Dominions. 
Philadelphia,  1766. 

Throughout  the  eighteenth  century  the  issue  of  slavery  kept  being  brought  up  in  America 
and  England.  The  most  prominent  American  critic  during  the  early  years  was  Anthony 
Benezet,  a  Quaker  school  teacher  in  Philadelphia.  This  is  the  first  of  his  many  tracts  on 
the  subject  that  had  a  wide  influence  in  both  England  and  America. 


James  Ramsay.  An  Essay  on  the  Treatment  and  Conversion  of  African  Slaves  in  the 
British  Sugar  Colonies.  London,  1786. 

This  is  one  of  the  classics  in  the  literature  of  the  abolition  movement.  The  author  had 
been  forced  out  of  his  parish  in  the  West  Indies  because  of  his  work  with  slaves.  His 
essay  together  with  a  number  of  others  of  this  period  aroused  a  storm  of  protest,  and  in 
1788  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  was  made  to  conduct  an  inquiry  into  the  slave  trade. 


Two  Reports  from^  the  Committee  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly. . .  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Slave-Trade,  and  the  Treatment  of  the  Negroes.  Saint  Jago  de  la  Vega,  [Jamaica], 
1788. 

The  1788  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  charged  with  making  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
slavery  in  the  West  Indies  aroused  opposition  among  the  planters.  This  pair  of  reports 
was  the  island's  reply.  The  first  endorsed  a  law  that  regulated  the  slave  trade  itself. 
However,  they  objected  strenuously  to  the  charge  that  Negroes  were  badly  treated  and 
any  suggestion  that  they  be  freed. 


Proceedings  of  the  Hon.  House  of  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the  Sugar  and  Slave-Trade. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  [Jamaica],  1792. 

In  1792  the  first  major  legal  step  toward  abolition  was  achieved  when  Parliament  passed 
a  law  bringing  the  slave  trade  to  ar.  end.  This  is  Jamaica's  protest  against  that  act.  The 
Assembly  pleaded  that  the  prosperity  of  the  island  was  essential  to  Britain  and  that  a 
regular  supply  of  slaves  was  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  island. 
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MAPS  AND  VIEWS  DISPLAYED  ON  WALL  PANELS 


71.  Baptista  Boazio.  The  Famouse  West  Indian  voyadge.  [London,  1589], 

The  first  British  activity  in  the  West  Indies  to  be  shown  on  a  map  was  the  voyage,  or  raid 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake  on  the  Spanish  settlements  in  1585-1586.  Although  the  map  illustrates 
the  narrative  of  Walter  Bigges,  A  summarie  and  true  Discourse  of  Sir  Frances  Drakes 
West  Indian  Voyage,  London,  1589,  shown  in  Case  I,  it  was  probably  published  separately. 


72.  Mountserrat  Island  1673.  Ms. 

The  artistic  map  maker  responsible  for  this  unusual  manuscript  is  unknown,  but  as  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  discover,  it  is  the  earliest  extant  separate  map  of  the  mountainous 
little  island  of  Montserrat.  It  is  a  composite  of  coastal  profiles  showing  plantations  and 
settlements,  the  earliest  of  which  had  been  begun  in  1632  by  a  group  of  Irish  and  Roman 
Catholics  sent  by  Sir  Thomas  Warner  from  the  island  of  St,  Christopher’s. 


73.  Edward  SI aney.  Tabula  lamaicae  Insulae.  [London],  1678. 

Slaney's  map  of  Jamaica  of  1678,  dedicated  to  James  Duke  of  York,  incorporates  a  large 
number  of  names  of  natural  features  and  plantations,  many  more  than  were  on  any  earlier 
map  of  the  island.  The  mixture  of  English  and  Spanish  place  names  reflects  the  history 
of  Jamaica,  which  had  been  settled  by  the  Spanish  and  conquered  twenty-three  years  earlier 
by  a  British  expedition  under  General  Venables  and  Admiral  Penn. 


74,  A  New  Map  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes.  [London,  c,  1680]. 

Barbados,  first  settled  in  1625,  quickly  became  a  populous  colony  and  its  sugar  plantations 
a  lucrative  source  of  revenue  to  the  Crown.  By  the  1680’ s  there  were  20,  000  white  settlers 
in  its  166  square  miles.  This  map  shows  in  detail  the  location  of  the  plantations  and  sugar 
mills. 


75.  Philip  Lea.  The  Principall  Islands  in  America  belonging  to  the  English  Empire,  [London 
c.  1685-90], 

This  attractive  composition  of  island  maps  was  published  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  to  give  the  British  public  information  about  the  overseas  islands  which  were  already 
exerting  an  important  influence  on  the  economy  of  the  Empire. 


76.  Robert  Egerton.  Chart  of  Tobago.  Ms.  ,  1722. 

This  manuscript  chart  of  the  island  of  Tobago  was  dedicated  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  an 
active  and  distinguished  naval  officer  who  had  held  many  commands  in  the  West  Indies. 
At  the  time  the  map  was  made  he  was  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty. 


77.  Kane  William  Horneck.  Plan  of  English  Harbour  with  its  Environs,  including  Falmouth 
Harbour  (left)  ai^  Plan  of  English  Harbour  (right).  Mss.  1752. 

Kane  William  Horneck,  an  engineer,  drafted  an  official  report  on  the  fortifications  of  the 
island  of  Antigua  in  1752.  The  manuscript  of  his  report,  beautifully  illustrated  with 
colored  maps  and  views,  is  a  part  of  the  Library’s  West  Indian  collections.  Shown  here 
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are  two  of  Horneck’s  charts.  The  navy  yard  at  English  Harbour,  in  the  left  center  of  the 
right-hand  map,  was  the  base  at  which  Lord  Nelson  was  stationed  from  1784  to  1787,  in  the 
early  years  of  his  naval  service. 


78.  Joseph  Smith  Speer.  Chart  of  the  West  Indies.  [London],  1774. 

Captain  Joseph  Smith  Speer  made  this  fine  chart  of  the  West  Indies  for  official  use  in  1774. 
The  colonies  belonging  at  that  time  to  England,  Spain,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  are 
clearly  differentiated  by  colors.  Speer,  who  was  especially  interested  in  the  Honduras 
trade,  had  twenty  years  of  experience  in  sailing  throughout  the  Caribbean  and  compiled 
sailing  directions  and  charts,  which  he  published  as  The  West  India  Pilot  in  1766,  and  again 
in  1771. 


79.  A  New  Plan  of  the  Island  of  Grenada.  London,  1796. 

This  detailed  map  of  the  island  of  Grenada  shows  the  location  of  plantations.  In  its  first 
publication  of  1780,  the  map  was  accompanied  by  a  pamphlet  listing  the  owners  before  and 
after  its  cession  by  France  to  Britain  at  the  end  of  the  Seven  Years'  War.  Based  on  a 
French  survey  made  in  1763,  it  was  compiled  by  Lieutenant  Daniel  Paterson,  of  the 
engineers.  The  map  is  shown  here  in  its  second  edition  of  1796,  to  which  was  added  the 
inset  showing  the  harbor  of  Port  Royal,  the  capital  of  the  colony. 


80.  Afbeeldringh  Der  heete  rescontre  te  Water  en  te  Lant  op  het  Eylandt  Tobago.  [Holland,  1677]. 

The  island  of  Tobago  has  had  a  varied  history.  Discovered  by  Columbus  in  1498,  it  belonged 
at  different  times  to  Spain,  Holland,  France,  and  England.  Finally  in  1814,  it  became  a 
permanent  part  of  the  British  West  Indies.  This  engraving  shows  the  failure  of  an  attempt 
by  the  French  to  dislodge  the  Dutch  in  February  of  1677.  The  printed  text  below  gives  an 
account  of  the  battle.  In  a  second  attack  later  in  the  year,  the  French  succeeded.  This 
ended  the  period  of  Dutch  power  in  the  West  Indies. 


81.  Prise  de  L'Isle  De  La  Grenade,  avec  la  Viie  de  PAttaque  du  Fort  du  Morne  de  I'Hopital, 
emporte  d'Assaut  par  les  Troupes  du  Roy  le  4  Juillet  1779.  Water  color  drawing. 

82.  [Engraving  of  Admiral  D’Estaing  greeting  Sergeant  Horadou,  proof  before  lettering]. 

The  capture  of  Grenada  from  the  English  on  July  4,  1779,  was  part  of  France's  policy  to 
use  the  American  Revolution  to  re-establish  herself  as  a  power  in  America.  The  victory 
was  widely  acclaimed  in  France.  In  this  frame  are  a  water  color  drawing  of  the  attack 
done  on  the  spot  by  a  French  military  engineer  and  one  of  the  many  commemorative 
engravings  showing  the  French  Admiral  D'Estaing  embracing  Sergeant  Horadou,  who  had 
supported  him  while  leading  the  attack  on  the  summit. 


83.  Francois  Lescalet.  Viie  de  la  descente  des  anglais  a  la  rue  des  Cocotiers  Isle  de  Saint 
Cristophe.  Water  color,  1782. 

St.  Christopher,  the  site  of  the  first  permanent  English  settlement  in  the  West  Indies,  was 
lost  briefly  during  the  American  Revolution,  The  French  fleet  under  DeGrasse  captured 
the  island  in  January  of  1782.  However,  it  was  returned  to  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  the  next  year.  This  rather  impressionistic  water  color  by  a  cabin  boy  on  the  French 
warship  Le  Sceptre  shows  the  repulse  of  a  landing  party  from  Admiral  Hood's  fleet  which 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  recapture  the  island  from  the  French. 
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84.  George  Robertson.  A  View  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica.  Dedicated  to  William  Beckford. 
[Four  engravings].  London,  1778. 

George  Robertson,  a  landscape  painter,  visited  the  Beckford  plantation  in  Jamaica  in 
the  mid-eighteenth  century.  During  his  stay  he  painted  six  landscapes  for  the  family. 
The  six  handsome  engravings,  of  which  four  are  shown,  were  acquired  by  the  Library 
this  year.  They  were  dedicated  to  William  Beckford  of  Fonthille  Abbey.  His  was  the 
third  generation  of  the  family  to  own  the  estate,  but  apparently  he  had  little  interest 
in  his  inheritance  for  he  never  visited  the  island. 


